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With the help of the city’s Darwin Shopping Centre 12 artists will demonstrate “Art Without Borders” at a major pop-up arts exhibition at one of the Darwin’s shop units this week.

And it really will be From Russia With Love – and a little help from Shropshire and China – when members of Art International Group show their paintings and a variety of media including drawing, ceramics, textiles and other crafts.

Art International Group comprises a co-operation of artists from different countries, many from former Soviet Bloc countries, who collaborate to exhibit their work together throughout the world with the aim of better understanding each other’s’ culture.

Curator for the exhibition is Shrewsbury-based artist Russia-born Svetlana Elantseva

She said: “Art International Group began in 2010. For this exhibition, Art Without Borders, for which we have to thank the Darwin centre management, I have invited some members of the AIG and some who would like to join us as guest artists.

“We have artists taking part who are from Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Russia, China and the UK.
“When I worked in Russia I was a propaganda artist then after Perestroika I became a director in the retail trade. I moved here and could not get a job as a retail director so I had the idea I would continue with my painting.

“In Russia I worked as a member of a team of artists producing Soviet art until Perestroika (the restructuring of Soviet politics under Gorbachov).

“We worked to strict guidelines governed by political directives to conform to the soviet propaganda style for communication to the masses using the visual forms of different styles.

“The Agitation Propaganda was a political strategy in which the techniques of agitation and propaganda are used to influence and mobilize public opinion through disseminating things like posters, leaflets, and banners for parades.

“I enjoyed the work because of the sense of community it gave me and they were happy times because although the medium was strict regarding art style, the most important thing for us was it was all about our community not politics.

“After I came to England about 2005 I gained a BTEC in Fine Art, and completed an introduction to Art Therapies at Shrewsbury College of Art and Technology, and a Foundation Degree in Creative Art for Employment at Staffordshire University. I am currently studying for BA Hons Entrepreneurship for the Creative and Cultural Industries, Fine Art at Staffordshire University.

“Some of my art work is influenced by my life in Russia. The processes involved in my creative output explores different ways of working, incorporating techniques observed, photographed and documented when I lived in Moscow, the South of Russia, and the Ural region.

“My interpretation of ideas, designs and imagery is expressed in paintings, collages, 3D ceramic sculptures, photographs and films.The colours used for the sculptures and some paintings evoke the feel of Russia.”

Kevin Lockwood, Manager of the Darwin, Pride Hill and Riverside Shopping Centres, said: “There is such a thriving art community in Shrewsbury and the surrounding area so we thought it would be a good idea to try and help them reach a wider audience through the shopping centres.

“It seems to be working very well and it certainly adds something extra to the retail experience here in Shrewsbury.”

AIG has plans to take their exhibition to Llangollen International Music Eisteddfod this July. “I have been to the International Eisteddfod several times. Like the Eisteddfod art is about culture and the exchange of ideas,” said Svetlana.
After Llangollen there are plans for AIG to exhibit at Oswestry, Iron Bridge, London and The Hive, Shrewsbury in November and over the next two years (2014-16 London, Moscow, France, Seattle, Toronto, Ukraine, Spain, Moscow, Estonia and Albania.

Among the other artists at Darwin are Dave Kemsley, who has lived in Shrewsbury for more than 40 years. He has loved drawing and painting all his life, but only started exhibiting after living in Shrewsbury for some time.

Tanya Golovatyuk’s homeland is Ukraine but she has lived in England for 11 years. She said: “My Ukrainian background appears mostly in my craft work; I use the rich colours, golds and reds, which are found in Ukrainian art. I am mostly self-taught, but have done a 1-year BTEC at Shrewsbury College, and a course in textiles.
Steve Ashdown is Chairman of Creative Shropshire and an established graphic designer and commercial photographer who travels widely and uses this opportunity to create fine art images of scenes with his unique perspective.

Lyuba Carpenter was born in Crimea, now Ukraine. She studied fashion in university and had her own production business. She met husband Pete and moved to the UK eight years ago and has established Lyuba Fashion Studio based on Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, where she designs and makes bespoke outfits

Elena Davydova, was born in Moscow in 1961 and has been drawing and singing since early childhood. Studied in Moscow Architect Institute from 1978 to 1984 then began painting, teaching art, and lead a choir. A flourishing artist, she currently operates from her two favourite cities - Moscow and London.

Bai Li (known as Zhihong Li),is a former National Director of the China Young Artists Association (1994-2002) - an honor awarded to her after she won the First Prize at the National ‘Chun Ya Cup’ Contest of Fine Arts, and many other national and international competitions. Currently she’s the Head of International Collaboration, at the Design College of China Guangxi Arts Institute.

Alexey Gilyarov was born in Moscow and studied at the Moscow State Art University and Suricov Art School and then monumental painting in 2002

Vasily Rakov was also born in Russia and is a member of the Moscow Union of artists and of the Union of journalists, who studied decoration and media design at the Press Academy. Now works as a monumental and decorative artist in architecture and design, with mural, mosaic, fresco and stained glass, and is also a fine artist.

The complete list of artists taking part at the Darwin exhibition includes:
Tanya Golovatyuk (Ukraine – now UK based); Maria Golovatyuk (Ukraine – UK); Vasili Rakov( Russia); Alexey Gilarov (Russia); Svetlana Elantseva ( Russia - UK); Elena Davydova (Russia - UK); Irina Arridge (Russia - UK); Lyba Carpenter (Ukraine - UK); Tamara Shirinina (Azerbaijan); Bai Li ( China - UK); Dave Kemsley (UK) abnd Steve Ashdown (UK)
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